Electronics

Recycling

The best way to handle unwanted
electronic products is to recycle them or
donate them for reuse. The inside of this
brochure lists the organizations that accept
electronic products. Call ahead to confirm
acceptance policies, fees, hours, and service
options.

Electronics &

Hazardous Materials

Electronic equipment may contain lead,
mercury, cadmium, and brominated flame
retardants.

e Studies estimate that 315 to 600 million
desktop and laptop computers in the
U.S. will soon be obsolete.

e One report estimates that a pile of these
obsolete computers would reach a mile
high and cover six acres. That's the same
as a 22-story pile of e-waste covering
the entire 472 square miles of the City
of Los Angeles.

o Discarded computers and e-waste are
the fastest growing portion of our waste
stream, growing almost 3 times faster
than our overall municipal waste stream.

If disposed of improperly, these toxics may
end up in the environment and pose a health
hazard.

Read more on how Washington State is ad-
dressing the “e-waste” issue through legisla-
tion. Electronic Waste Bill Press Release:
www.wastenotwashington.org/
ewastepressrelease.htm

Large Quantities
of E-Waste

The two companies listed below accept many
types of electronic equipment from phones to
photocopiers at various rates. Call for pric-
ing information.
Safety-Kleen
425-775-7030 (Lynnwood)
Call for appointment
www.safety-kleen.com

Total Reclaim*
206-343-7443
Call for appointment or stop by
2200 6th Ave S., Seattle
www.totalreclaim.com

Cell Phones

Cell phones contain hazardous
materials such as antimony,
cadmium, arsenic, lead, and
beryllium and should never be thrown in the
trash. Call your cellular service provider for
take-back information. Or check out the
following resources for donation or proper
disposal (this is only a partial list):

e GRC W/ireless Recycling:
www.grcrecycling.com

e Best Buy stores

e CollectiveGood Organization: http://
www.collectivegood.com/

Before You Buy...
...Get Informed!

E-Waste Resources:
EPA: http://www.epa.gov/ecycling/live.htm

Basal Action Network Films www.ban.org:
"The Digital Dump: Exporting High-Tech
Re-use and Abuse to Africa"

"Exporting Harm: The High-Tech Trashing of Asia"

Computer Take Back Campaign & Facts:

http://www.computertakeback.com

Department of Ecology:
http://1800recycle.wa.gov/
http://www.computertakeback.com/
http://www.informinc.org/fact cellEPR.pdf

Current Legislature: www.leg.wa.gov

Take It Back Network:
http://www.metrokc.sov/dnrp/swd/

electronics/index.asp

The Recycling Hotline

Questions? Call the Whatcom
County Recycling Hotline:

360-676-5723

Whatcom County Public Works

Solid Waste Division

322 N. Commercial, Suite 220
Bellingham, WA 98225
360-676-7695

www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/solidwaste

Whatcom County Public Works

Solid Waste Division

Electronics
Recycling

Handling our E-Waste
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